
Refu Jam Project 

HISTORY OF THE PROJECT 

Origin and first contacts 

The project was created in Rome Italy in January 2012 from an idea of the pianist, Italian conductor and 

composer Marco Morrone who created a first draft on February 02 2012 and is the coordinator. The first 

name of the project is: "Youth and Refugees Chorus and Orchestra Project". The project was presented at 

various meetings and then forwarded by email to UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) 

and the CIR (Italian Council for Refugees), organisations with which M ° Morrone has collaborated in several 

musical events, with a humanitarian background since 1999. The project was then presented to Dario Bella, 

owner of the “Gruppo Comunicazione”, who immediately took the project to heart and became a staunch 

supporter, promoter and close collaborator at every event. The initiative of Maestro Morrone who 

favoured the project's diffusion was welcomed with interest by the Holy Parish Maria Mater Ecclesiae of 

Rome (Torrino area), which began to host the activities. Other meetings and contacts took place with the 

following institutions: 

- Caritas Rome, Dr. Lequien 'Ngodin; 

- Opera Montessori Rome; 

- INMP (National Institute of Diseases and Poverty) in Rome; 

- Centro Astalli Foundation, Father Giovanni La Manna; 

- City Hall Rome XII. 

Official presentation of the project 

On April 23, 2012 the official presentation of the project took place at the Theater del Torrino, inside the 

Parish Church S. Mater Church of Rome. The "Teatro del Torrino" association supported the initiative by 

allocating the space. The Communication Group Firm supported the initiative and took over from that 

moment onwards all the coordination and organization of events of the project’s communication. The 

project was presented in Italian and translated into English.  Maestro Morrone officially took on the role of 

Coordinator and Project Manager. They then made a performance with  M ° Morrone,  Ramin Rahmi  

musician (Refugee from Iran), the poet Felix Adado (from Togo a recognized Refugee in Africa), Katirisa 

Kahindo (Refugee from Congo), Onuwamagbe Edeawe and Amina Ali (then asylum seekers from Nigeria, 

later recognized as refugees).Also present as Guest Professor Marcella Crudeli,  a Pianist of international 

fame. 

First performance 

On 7 June 2012 in Rome as part of a private party and in the name of the RJP Maura Piconese & Dennis 

Pacella, Emiliano Pardo and the Tuparuja gave a performance. 

First concerts 

On June 16, 2012, on the occasion of the International Day of the African children, in collaboration with the 

Societè Civile Congolaise d'Italie, a concert was held in the oratory of the Parish of St. Mary Help of 

Christians in Rome. They performed spontaneously: Ramin Rahmi (Iranian refugee musician), Pape Siriman 

Kanoutè (Well-known artist from Senegal), Emiliano Pardo (young Italian musician), Onuwamagbe Edeawe 

and Amina Ali (asylum seekers from Nigeria then recognized as refugees), A choir of children of various 

ethnic groups organized by Katirisa Kahindo de la Societèe Civile Congolaise d'Italie and directed by Marco  



Morrone.  On June 17, 2012, a concert was held in Rome, at the Evangelical Methodist Church in Via 

Firenze.  

The following persons performed: Ramin Rahmi (Iranian refugee musician), PapeSiriman Kanoutè (Well-

known artist from Senegal), Emiliano Pardo (young Italian musician) and Marco Morrone who presented 

one his new composition linked to the project. 

First auditions 

On 9th and 10th September 2012, in the Teatro del Torrino inside the Parish S.M. Mater Ecclesiae of Rome, 

the auditions of 21 different candidates was held and the nationalities were evaluated by a commission of 

prestigious musicians (Marcella Crudeli, pianist, President of the Commission; Alessandro Fratta, flutist; 

Angelo Inglese, composer, conductor and pianist). The "Teatro del Torrino" Association once again 

supported the initiative making its location available. Following the auditions, 10 candidates were 

considered suitable for the choir and orchestra and 4 were reported to be eligible for future hearings. 

Opening of the Refu Jam Project's Music School 

The school of music within the premises of the Parish Church S. Mater Mater Church was presented,and  

began its activities on 28 September 2012. During the opening ceremony the following musicians 

performed: Francesca Bruno (flute), Emiliano Pardo (guitar), Emanuela Giudice (song), Marco Morrone 

(piano), Ramin Rahmi (percussion and vocals), Ehsan Gazor Zadeh (Setar), Marzio Audino (Battery), Ali 

Esharef (Voice), Pejman Tadayon (Oud), Reza Mohsenipour (Tar), Pape Siriman Kanoutè (Kora and voice). 

The NGO, Friends of Texo, and its President Antonio di Fazio gave their full support both administrative and 

moral to the music school as well as to the Refu Jam Project. During the academic year 2012, the school 

offered traditional courses of instruments and cultures from various geographical origins both in the 

classical genre, modern, and other genres. They were also proposed for the 2012- 2013 academic year, 

which included courses of singing, piano and guitar. Members during the first year were 14. From October 

2012 to June 2013, a girl refugee had the opportunity to study at the school completely free of charge. The 

lessons were individual and weekly. During the first year, six group workshops with pupils and teachers 

were held. They also taught young teachers and refugee teachers. The school has been coordinated by 

Maestro Morrone who  received weekly reports of all of them during the year’s lessons from the teachers 

and also attended and coordinated the group’s workshops. The school has further benefited from the 

immediate collaboration of the soprano and teacher Emanuela Giudice, who has contributed as a referent 

to the organization of the school during its first academic year. The laboratories also saw the participation 

of other musicians and artists who performed spontaneously in the activities of the project during its first 

year. The following teachers taught at the school during its first academic year; Mariola Niewiadomska, 

piano teacher, from Poland; Emanuela Giudice, singing teacher, from Italy; Emiliano Pardo, guitar teacher, 

from Italy; Francesca Romana Cassanelli, piano teacher, from Italy; Ramin Rahmi, singing teacher, Iran; 

Denis Volpi, piano accompanist from Italy. The school produced two performances in which both students 

and teachers performed, sometimes together in ensembles. They also performed at the below listed places 

- 16 February 2013, in the Pub the old Tower of Rome; 

- on June 9th 2013, inside the Parish of Santa Maria Mater Ecclesiae di Rome. 

Christmas Concerts 2012 

On December 19, 2012 in the Parish of St. Ms. Mater Ecclesiae and on December 20, 2012 in the Church of 

S. Andrea al Quirinale in Rome, a first ensemble of six musicians of the Refu Jam Project performed under 

the artistic direction with music by Marco Morrone. The Ensemble consisted of: Emanuela Giudice, 

soprano,  



collaborator and artist, from Italy; Navid Mohssenipour Samiei, Oboe, young man from Iran; Ramin Rahmi, 

Percussion, Voice and tar, a refugee from Iran, Vukasin Rodic, mandolin, guitars and vocals, "forced" 

migrant from Serbia; Serhat Akbal, Saz and Voice, refugee from Turkey; Dario Piccioni, electric bass and 

double bass, young man, from Italy; Julis Lybeshari, assistant engineer, Albania. Four of the ensemble 

musicians were deemed suitable as a follow-up to the September 2012 hearings. 

First anniversary concert 

On April 13, 2013, about a year after the official inauguration of the project, at the Teatro del Torrino, 

inside the Parish Church S. Mater Mater Church of Rome, a concert was performed to raise funds for the 

RJP. The following artists took part: Emanuela Giudice, Soprano, collaborating artist, from Italy; Ramin 

Rahmi, Percussion, tar and voice, refugee from Iran; Emiliano Pardo, guitar and voice, young man, from 

Italy; Vukasin Rodic, Guitar, Mandolin and Voice, a"Forced" migrant from Serbia; Dario Piccioni, Electric 

Bass and Double Bass, young man, from Italy; Julis Lybeshari, assistant engineer, from Albania with the 

management art by Marco Morrone. 

Workshop July 2013 

For the period 19 to 24 July 2013, in Rome in the Parish of the Torrino, workshops were organized including 

singing with the teacher Emanuela Giudice and Percussion instrument with teacher Ramin Rahmi. The 

character of the workshops is always aimed at meeting the different cultures. However, the number of 

participants was not sufficient to make both workshops. 

PATRONAGES RECEIVED 

UNHCR: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Regional Representation for Italy, Albania, Cyprus, 

Greece, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, and the Holy See gave its patronage for the following events: - 

 

 

Exhibition at the Rome Laurentina market in 2013 

Exhibition of Vule and Ema for the RJP 

On 20 June 2014 at the reception Center in the Tiburtina area with the participation of some students 

together with the choir of white voices of students from the school "Carmina Burana" a concert at the Sala 

Sinopoli of the Auditorium Parco Della Musica was given and also on May 23, 2014, another performance 

was given in collaboration with the InCanto Cultural Association and the University of Roma Tre 

RJP's anniversary party on 23 April 2016 

Preparation for the Conservatory examinations and ABRSM, as well as the participation in National and 

non-national musical events, one of the students participated to win a prize at a International piano 

Competition ("Together with the piano" II edition, May 2016)  

"The fourth ballad" event was held on November 24th 2017 with the following participants: pianist Marco 

Morrone, in collaboration with the actor and director Luca Pizzurro, at the Teatro del Torrino, the Parish of 

Santa Maria Mater Ecclesiae and Marco Martial author of the novel "The fourth ballad"  

Two pieces of light music were produced 

Three essays for each academic year with about 70 students and 11 teachers participating. 

 



TARGET 

The aim of the Refu Jam Project is to create a new social reality with music in which people of different 

cultural backgrounds may live together, collaborate, and express themselves as well as being satisfied by 

what are they doing. Music has therefore been chosen as a representative of all the arts that are ideally 

accepted and supported in this project. This new reality that is being proposed will be achieved, through: 

1.  Young people; 

2.  "Forced" migrants to whom international or national law provides protection; 

3.  Experienced Collaborators with the required skills that do not fall within the above two categories. 

(a) "Youth" by this we intend persons aged between 16 and 30 years old. 

(b) Locals or from Foreign countries; 

© Students already participating in the work force. 

(d) Those in possession of the required skills and talents and approved by a qualified committee. 

By the second category and denominated by the term "Forced Migrants" it is intended to cover those who 

are: 

(a) Asylum seekers, refugees, stateless persons, beneficiaries of subsidiary protection or on 

humanitarian grounds; 

(b)  Those possessing the skills or the ability required regardless of age and has been approved by a 

qualified committee. 

With regards to the third category denominated "Expert collaborators" it is intended to mean those who 

regardless of their age, and who are not amongst the first two categories but identified through a process 

of assessment by qualified commissions and are selected as experts to contribute to the activities pursued 

by the project. 

The advantages and benefits that the project will give to the "Youth" are as follows: 

- The opportunity for applying for professional training; 

- the opportunity to enter the work force; 

- The possibility to increase their professional, artistic and human relations as well as the enrichment of 

their experiences through meeting and sharing the like with the "forced Migrants" and understand their 

reality as well as their culture of origin.  

The "Forced Migrants" will have on the other hand the opportunities to: 

- Obtain professional, artistic and social recognition thus acquiring a role within the project; 

- Integrate into the local community and be involved in a series of a cultural activities that will enable them 

to obtain the citizenship of the host country; 

-  To reconnect their broken ties and again enjoy the experiences and culture of their country of origin. 

- The role of the "Expert collaborators" will be: 

- to give guidance and stability to the activities and achieving the targets of the project; 

- They will also contribute to all specific requirements the project may need; 



- To organise the roles of the professionals and/or artists who wish to become part of the project. 

The participation of the three categories in the project will be governed through fixed quotas according to 

the sectors in which they operate. Each sector will include the participation of all three categories. This new 

situation will entail dividing into three sectors the operations, all of whom will be fully synchronised to 

pursue the same objectives the three sectors being: 

 - the Music School; 

- the Choir and Orchestra; 

- the Organizational and Operational departments. 

The Human Resources quotas according to which each sector will be shaped are outlined in another 

paragraph and they will give priority to the presence of the first two categories. The artistic performances 

and the fruits of the Choir and Orchestra will be the cherry on top of the cake, and the shield bearing the 

messages of the project, as well as serving as a promoter. Other sources of information will be provided 

through cultural initiatives organised by the same team as well as the School of Music. The Choral and 

Orchestral team may perform, create products, or undertake initiatives by changing various organic 

formations according to a project which will highlight the choices of repertoire, the music genre and/or the 

mixing of genres that they wish to use. The Music School plays an important role in the project since it 

contains the plural targets and the many objectives that the project wishes to achieve, such as: 

- Education; 

- Training; 

- Integration; 

- Group Workshops; 

- Kindergarten with a selection of possibilities that can then be included in the second sector of the choir 

and orchestra; 

- The insertion and placement of persons, who already have others roles in the project organization, and 

that want to interchange from one sector to another.  

The third sector, the organization, operation and management of the project will in turn be divided into 

four areas of expertise. These will support the first two sectors; these areas of expertise are mentioned 

below and will be outlined in detail in another paragraph. 

The four areas of expertise are: 

- The Managerial and Manager sector; 

- the Communication Sector; 

- Administration; 

- Assistance for the "forced migrants". 

If you want to build up something in order for it to be a success there must be stability, which lasts over a 

period of time so as to give future prospects to those who will be part of it. 

The aims and values that the project is to promote and diffuse the following: 

- Meeting of cultures; 



- Fraternity of human values; 

- Solidarity among peoples; 

- To spread the arts; 

- The sharing of Music and Art; 

- The Expressive power and value of music. 

The project is based on the belief that there is a common convergence to all the realities of human beings 

as well as artistic expressions. The project wants to highlight this common approach without limiting the 

specific expression of each culture. 

The two intentions will be brought forward together: 

- The common goal will express a new conception the fruit of meeting of different cultures; 

- Each culture will be preserved, respecting the historical traditions and strive for the inclusion and 

application of those who have and acquired the ability, while coming from a different culture. 

The project: 

- Disapproves of all forms of violence, both physical and psychological; 

- Supports the freedom of thought and expression; 

- has no political objectives; 

- promotes the coming together and sharing of intent between different cultures and religions. 

The project also proposes: 

- The overcoming of social barriers; 

- Overcoming conflictual differences through listening and joining in the encounter with the other side; 

- To overcome the logic of opposition and the logic of imposing a will to the detriment of others. 

The project also supports the common choices made by people, the getting together, as well as respect and 

sharing. The professional aspect of the project will be to determine the right measurement to aspects 

dedicated to humanity, to the exchange of opinions, and the experiences within a purely recreational 

moment. The project also aims to bring together different people, with different experiences, and for 

whom destiny has reserved different fates. It also wants these people to choose autonomously and 

consciously to return to be fortunate and have a better life. This will be examined in another paragraph. 

The proposed social, human and artistic model must be carried out successfully in one country and then 

introduced to as many countries as possible. To serve as a vehicle for communication of messages of peace 

and coexistence between people coming from different cultures. Our program will aim for both occasional 

and long-term exchange and mobility between different geographical locations, where the project will be 

successful.  Our goal is to create a Community located in various countries in which the project will 

maintain good relations. It will also be directed toward Municipalities, who will in turn promote mobility 

and exchanges and strive to overcome borders and territorial barriers as well as cultural differences. Each 

member of the choir, orchestra and all members of the Refu Jam project must feel citizens of the world. 

 

 



ORGANIZATION CHART 

Maestro Marco Morrone, from 2012 to date, is the creator and founder of the project, director and 

member of the school tutorial body, as well as member of the Commission for artistic choices, operating on 

external relations; Founder and President of the Association; Musical Director, Composer, Music Arranger 

and Pianist. He has given performances, and made musical productions together with  

Francesca Romana Cassanelli, since 2013, as well as being a teacher of piano and singing.  Since 2014, he is 

also responsible for the organization of the school, and External Relations; Also, co-founder and Vice-

President with also the role of treasurer of the Association, member of the board of Directors.   

Dario Bella, since 2012, is responsible for Communications and events, as well as Co-Founder, Secretary of 

the Association, and Member of the Board of Directors. 

 Emanuela Giudice, from 2012, is a teacher of singing, and from 2012 to 2013 in charge of the school.  From 

May 2016 to March 2017, Secretary of the school and Assistant for external relations; as well as member of 

the Executive Council. 

 Emiliano Pardo, since 2012, is a teacher of individual and groups for modern guitar, as well from December 

2017,in charge of the summer courses; he is also responsible for the audio-acoustic techniques in live 

performances and studio productions, Member of the Board of Directors. 

 Oliviero Forni, since 2013, a teacher of Classical and Modern guitar for individual and groups; responsible 

also for audio-acoustic technical issues in performance from live and studio productions, Member of the 

Board of directors. 

 Francesco Tomasi, from 2016, teacher of classical guitar. 

 Claudiu Plescan, from 2017, teacher of classical guitar. 

 Gian Luigi Clemente, from 2015, piano teacher. 

 Linda Lobbi, since 2016, piano teacher. 

 Marija Bozovic Santoro, from 2014, teacher of drums.  

Gabriella Durand, since 2014, teacher of singing and musical propaedeutic for children. 

 Simone Di Leo, from 2016, teacher of Electric Bass instruments. 

 Daniela Moreschini, from 2018, teacher of modern singing. 

 Dario Piccioni, from 2013 to 2015, Bass guitar teacher  

Simona Carnesecchi, from 2015 to 2016, piano teacher. 

 Melania Dellisanti, from December 2015 to March 2016, School Secretary 

Nuran Savaşkan Akdoğan, from March 2019, Responsible for International Relations 

Lorenzo Argenti, from 2019, Consulter for International Relations 

 

 

 

 



The following Artists participated as musicians in musical productions: 

 

- Like the Water of the Sea:   Marco Morrone, Emiliano Pardo, Martina Lupi e  

                                                     Fabio Gagliardi; 

- Journey:                                    Marco Morrone, Emiliano Pardo and Oliviero Forni  

                                                      Pasquale Vıvace:   Live Sound Engineer and Mixing). 

 - Immense, Very Small Diamond:  Marco Morrone, Simone Di Leo, Emiliano Pardo, Vule Vukaşin 

Rodic, Oliviero Forni, Martina Lupi and Fabio Gagliardi  

Pasquale Vivace:    Live sound engineer and mixing; 


